Xanthomonas.
The method was unsatisfactory for some cultures of the following genera: Aerobacter, Alcaligenes, Cytophaga, Erwinia, Leucon- From 40 ml of a 24-hour broth culture containing approximately 8 x 109 bacteria, a 0.4-ml sample was tested for initial drug susceptibility. The presence of a few bacteria in the total 40 ml of culture having a high degree of drug resistance was determined by seeding the total 40 ml (in ninetynine 0.4-ml samples) into broth containing drug concentrations 5, 10, and 250 times the concentration inhibiting the growth of the single 0.4-ml sample. Growth in a tube indicated the presence of a variant resistant to the high drug concentration. In seven 100-tube assays, using 6 gram-negative and gram-positive strains, a total of 57 variants were found showing a high degree of streptomycin resistance. In a total of 18 penicillin assays, using 8 strains, no highly resistant penicillin variants were found. The presence of highly resistant streptomycin variants was correlated with the rapid development of streptomycin resistance. Eleven hundred ml of ragweed pollen extract were filtered through a 5-by-i-inch Berkefeld filter. The filter was then cleaned by boiling in sodium carbonate solution and in tap water three times and by rinsing with tap water before and after each boiling. It was then rinsed with distilled water and autoclaved. Afterward it was used to sterilize some extracting (Coca's) fluid. The first 15 to 20 ml that came through the filter had a yellow color characteristic of fresh ragweed extract. A ragweed-sensitive patient was tested by the intracutaneous method with this material and with a control of Coca's fluid which contained no ragweed. The former material, which we suspected had some ragweed in it, gave a positive reaction with a large area of wheal and erythema, whereas the control Coca's fluid showed only a small wheal and very little erythema. The fluid which came through the filter after cleansing and autoclaving, therefore, contained traces of ragweed. 
